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Synopsis
If you lived at the time of Martin Luther King--When did the civil rights movement begin?--Were

children involved in civil rights protests?--What was the March on Washington?This book tells you

what it was like during the exciting era when Martin Luther King led the fight against segregation.
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Customer Reviews

Whenever teachers in our predominantly white elementary school ask me to recommend a title
pertaining to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., or to African American history, this is one of the first books |
suggest for grades 4, 5 and 6.The question and answer format lends itself to reading aloud and then
discussing topics that come up, like segregation, white supremacy, the Montgomery bus boycott,
etc. | recently read part of this book to a fourth grade class who just had "segregation” as a
vocabulary word. The students were quite attentive and asked some excellent questions.The title is
a bit misleading in that some might view it as a biography of Dr. King. While many sections do draw
upon personal events in Dr. King’s life, such as when he was a youngster riding in the car with his
father and he heard a police officer call his dad "boy." Or again, when he was young and he was

told he could no longer play with his white friends. But as the title says, it's really about if you lived at



the "time" of Dr. King. Therefore, it's an excellent introduction to many aspects of the Civil Rights
movement.While the watercolor illustrations are an improvement over the black and white drawings
in earlier editions of this "If You Lived At the Time Of" series, in this case | think the text could be
more fully enhanced with actual photographs, especially since many of these illustrations are copied
from well-known photographs.All in all, this is an excellent introduction to the Civil Rights Movement
for upper-elementary students (and apparently for middle-school students according to another
review here). This is one title that, in my opinion, should be in every elementary school in the nation.

Recommended.

| can say the book was very insightful at the times. Can’t believe how people lived then. Read the
part about the children’s book with different rabbits. Bet the author could get into some serious

trouble in those times if he was found out. Times were really nuts back then.

| read this book to my middle school students every year. Levine explains the need for a civil rights
movement in terms that kids can understand. This book makes students want to learn more about

this important event in American history.

Even though If You Lived At the Time of Martin Luther King is a picture book, it doesna ™t pull any
punches. It discusses lynching and what it is, the KKK, and the multiple killings, bombings, and
other violence related to the civil rights movement. It doesna ™t go into graphic detail but it still may
be too much if you have a sensitive child. I1td ™s too much for my seven and nine year old boys at
this point, but 14 ™m hoping | can read it with them in the next couple of years. This book is 79
pages long so if you read it with your child, | would plan on it taking two or three sessions to get
through. Fortunately itd ™s divided into sections so there are pre-made stopping points.| loved that
this book didna ™t sugar coat the fact that even though the civil rights movements is over there is
still more work to be done and inequality still exists in America. This book was published in 1994 so
there is no mention of Clinton or Obama. It would wonderful if an updated version was released.|
think this book is appropriate up through middle school. Even though itd ™s a picture book, ita ™s
not babyish in any way. | highly recommend this book if you are wanting your children to have a
good overview of the history of black people and civil rights in this country from the end of slavery
up until current day.
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